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Kosi Ganga Amazon

Catchinent area 101 1073 7180
(10° km?)
Total length (kin) 1216 2700 6518

Average Annual 2036 15,000 480,000
discharge (m’/s)

load (mt/yr)

Annual sediment 43 1670 1000

Discharge/Area 20 14 25

y/km?)

Sediment yield (mt/ | 0.43 1.56 0.14
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»Maximum lateral shift 120km
»Embankment breach at
Kusaha (12 km u/s of the Kosi
barrage

» Breach at 1,44,000 cusecs
much below the designed capacity
of the embankments (9,50,000
cusecs)

»Unprecedented eastward
migration (‘avulsion’) and
inundation

» 5 districts, 2528 villages and
48.04 lakhs people affected

Source: NASA Earth Observatory
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